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never tell a man." From which M, Blum extracts
the lesson that twenty years would not have been
lost had the engineer and his wife been sexually
civilized prior to their marriage ; and that the
husband was lucky to have won his tardy
education without disaster, and to have been blessed
with a spouse at once so patient and devoid of
suspicion.1

The central theory of Du manage, that nuptial
success is practicable only to beings at the same
stage of passional evolution, strikes hands across
three volumes of dramatic criticism with a maxim of
Stendhal which is quoted in Leon Blum's last and
greatest literary work : " To love and be loved is
not enough ; there must be the same kind of love/*
Earlier in these pages it has been recorded that
Stendhal et te Beylisme was published in July, 1914.
The dedication was to Lucien Hcrr, The study's
appearance coincided with the crest of the trial at
which Mme Josephe-Marie-Auguste Caillaux was
acquitted of murdering Gaston Calmettc, editor of
Figaro. Two weeks later came mobilization* and
then the World War* The book could not be
" launched," and It had no " press/* &L Blum
notes that " this essay of my mature years reverted
to the lot of books de dtbut, of first youth/9 Never-
theless> it gradually made a way* Those beneath
whose eyes it fell by chance heralded it to others*
Some years later, the author was surprised to learn
that the edition had been exhausted. A second
impression, as we have seen, was issued in 1930 ;
1 Du marwgs (pp* 56-60).